THE SLATER CASE
Crown. His theory would not have stood the test of cross-
examination. As to the corridor incident and the Liverpool
evidence, Slater knew all that at the time, and could have in-
formed his law agent. His Lordship was unable to say why
MacBrayne was not on the Crown list; he had no reason to
believe that the then Lord Advocate knew anything about the
matter. As for the identification, there was plenty of evidence;
the jury had Adams, Lambie., and Barrowman, and they were
entitled to believe any of the three. It was supported by that
relating to the watcher. No objection was taken at the trial to
the Lord Advocate's questions as to the accused's mode of
life. The opening of the speech for the prosecution was
merely a dramatic one; the point was quite fairly put later in
the address. "With respect to the exceptions taken to the Judge's
charge, their Lordships had heard only isolated phrases; the
jury heard the whole. Taking all the passages together they,
the jury, could not be held to have been misled.
The remainder of the address took the form of a discussion,
the Lord Advocate having to reply to a running fire of com-
mentary from the Bench. Thus did his Lordship dispose in
two hours of a case which had taken Mr. Aitchison, a master
of verbal economy, fourteen hours to state. The Court
adjourned,
VI
The Court disposed of the appeal in twenty-five minutes.
On 20th July the Lord Justice-General pronounced judgment.
The findings were unanimous. Except in the final result,
these were a disappointment to the appellant's supporters.
The questions for die Court's decision were: (i) Whether the
jury's verdict was unreasonable or unsupported by evidence;
(2) whether any new facts had been disclosed material to the
issue; (3) whether the appellant had suffered prejudice by
non-disclosure of evidence known to the Crown; and (4)
whether the verdict was vitiated in respect of misdirection
by the presiding Judge ? On the first three head^ the appeal
failed; on the fourth, the Court held that the conviction must
be quashed, which was accordingly done- And so ended the
twenty years* contention.
Now it was obvious from the debate that some of their
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